
	  

	  
	  

	  

FAQs:	  	  RI	  Research	  Alliance	  Collaborative	  Research	  Grants	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
What	  is	  the	  Rhode	  Island	  Research	  Alliance	  (RIRA)?	  	  
The	  RI	  Research	  Alliance	  is	  a	  program	  that	  was	  created	  by	  the	  Science	  and	  Technology	  Advisory	  
Council	  to	  act	  as	  a	  platform	  for	  promoting	  collaboration,	  maximizing	  state	  and	  federal	  investment	  in	  
research	  and	  enhancing	  the	  state’s	  R&D-‐related	  economic	  development	  opportunities.	  By	  
promoting	  collaboration	  among	  the	  state’s	  research	  universities,	  research	  hospitals,	  corporations	  
and	  government	  agencies,	  the	  Alliance	  supports	  current	  research	  activities,	  strengthens	  RI’s	  ability	  
to	  attract	  investment	  from	  federal,	  private	  and	  non-‐profit	  sources	  and	  spurs	  economic	  
development	  and	  job	  growth.	  	  

What	  is	  the	  purpose	  of	  RIRA’s	  Collaborative	  Research	  Grants?	  	  
The	  Collaborative	  Research	  Grant	  program	  provides	  funding	  to	  projects	  that	  lead	  to	  major	  new	  
research	  opportunities	  that	  can	  be	  supported	  by	  federal	  agencies,	  corporations	  and/or	  
foundations	  or	  contribute	  to	  current	  or	  future	  economic	  development	  of	  the	  state	  through	  
technology	  development	  and	  commercialization.	  The	  grants	  also	  serve	  as	  the	  required	  state	  
match	  for	  the	  National	  Science	  Foundation	  Experimental	  Program	  to	  Stimulate	  Competitive	  
Research	  (EPSCoR)	  award	  to	  Rhode	  Island.	  
	  
Who	  is	  eligible	  to	  apply	  for	  a	  Collaborative	  Research	  Grant?	  	  
Any	  Rhode	  Island	  research	  institution,	  including	  academic,	  medical	  or	  business	  and	  government	  
organizations	  are	  eligible	  to	  apply.	  Applications	  must	  be	  collaborative	  with	  at	  least	  two	  distinct	  
organizations,	  one	  of	  which	  shall	  be	  a	  Rhode	  Island	  institute	  of	  higher	  education	  which	  will	  serve	  
as	  the	  fiduciary	  agent	  for	  the	  grant.	  	  
	  
How	  much	  funding	  is	  available?	  	  
Maximum	  award	  per	  grant	  is	  $200,000.	  	  



What	  can	  be	  funded	  by	  the	  proposal?	  	  
The	  Collaborative	  Research	  Grant	  Award	  can	  be	  used	  to	  support	  personnel	  –	  professional	  and	  
student;	  equipment;	  supplies	  and	  materials;	  and	  miscellaneous	  expenses	  such	  as	  travel	  costs,	  
conference	  registrations	  and	  publications.	  These	  grants	  fund	  only	  direct	  costs	  associated	  with	  the	  
proposed	  activity.	  No	  indirect	  costs	  are	  allowed	  under	  this	  grant.	  	  

Are	  proposals	  to	  purchase	  shared	  equipment	  welcomed?	  	  
Yes.	  	  Proposals	  must	  show	  how	  the	  purchase	  of	  a	  shared	  piece	  of	  equipment	  will	  benefit	  the	  
statewide	  research	  infrastructure,	  leading	  to	  increased	  collaboration,	  innovation	  and/or	  
commercialization	  throughout	  the	  state.	  	  

Do	  I	  have	  to	  submit	  a	  pre-‐proposal?	  	  
Yes.	  Pre-‐proposals	  are	  required	  for	  this	  grant	  award	  and	  must	  be	  submitted	  via	  email	  to	  
RIResearchAlliance@riedc.com	  by	  September	  28,	  2012	  (due	  by	  4:30	  p.m.	  EST).	  The	  subject	  line	  
should	  read:	  PI	  Last	  name,	  PI	  First	  name,	  Pre-‐proposal	  (i.e.	  Jones,	  David	  Pre-‐Proposal).	  If	  you	  are	  
submitting	  the	  pre-‐proposal	  on	  behalf	  of	  a	  PI,	  please	  use	  the	  PI	  name	  in	  the	  subject	  line.	  

How	  will	  I	  be	  notified	  if	  my	  team	  has	  been	  selected	  to	  submit	  a	  final	  proposal?	  	  
All	  PIs	  or	  team	  leaders	  will	  be	  notified	  by	  email	  regarding	  the	  success	  or	  declination	  of	  their	  pre-‐
proposal.	  All	  investigators	  who	  submit	  a	  competitive	  and	  eligible	  pre-‐proposal	  will	  be	  invited	  to	  
submit	  a	  full	  proposal.	  	  

Are	  References	  and/or	  Budget	  pages	  considered	  part	  of	  the	  Project	  Description	  page	  limitation?	  
No,	  References	  and/or	  Budget	  pages	  are	  in-‐addition-‐to	  the	  Project	  Description.	  
	  
In	  what	  format	  should	  my	  final	  proposal	  be	  submitted?	  
Submittal	  in	  PDF	  format	  is	  encouraged	  with	  file	  name	  specified	  as	  the	  last	  name	  of	  the	  PI	  and	  lead	  
institution;	  for	  example	  Jones-‐URI.	  	  This	  is	  especially	  important	  if	  multiple	  files	  are	  being	  submitted	  
by	  an	  institution’s	  research	  administrator.	  
	  
How	  do	  I	  submit	  my	  final	  proposal?	  	  
Final	  proposals	  should	  be	  submitted	  through	  the	  online	  submission	  tool	  found	  on	  the	  STAC	  website.	  
Invited	  PIs	  will	  be	  supplied	  with	  instructions	  on	  how	  to	  use	  the	  submission	  tool.	  	  Final	  proposal	  
submission	  deadline	  is	  October	  24,	  2012	  (due	  by	  4:30	  p.m.	  EST).	  A	  hard	  copy	  of	  the	  full	  proposal	  
with	  original	  signatures	  is	  also	  required	  and	  should	  be	  submitted	  no	  later	  than	  November	  1,	  2012.	  
Hard	  copies	  should	  be	  mailed	  to:	  	  

Ms.	  Christine	  M.B.	  Smith	  	  
315	  Iron	  Horse	  Way,	  Suite	  101	  	  
Providence,	  RI	  02908	  	  

	  
How	  are	  the	  awardees	  selected?	  	  
Each	  proposal	  undergoes	  two	  external	  peer	  reviews	  and	  a	  selection	  committee	  review.	  Proposals	  



are	  evaluated	  using	  two	  National	  Science	  Board	  approved	  merit	  criteria:	  intellectual	  merit	  and	  the	  
broader	  impacts	  of	  the	  proposed	  research	  activity.	  	  

Successful	  proposals	  will	  put	  forth	  an	  extremely	  well-‐organized	  and	  constructed	  activity,	  submitted	  
by	  an	  experienced	  and	  competitive	  team	  that	  demonstrates	  how	  the	  combined	  efforts	  can	  lead	  to	  
results	  that	  could	  not	  be	  achieved	  working	  	  alone.	  	  The	  activity	  will	  be	  catalytic	  in	  nature,	  provide	  a	  
clearly	  identified	  plan	  for	  follow-‐on	  funding	  or	  commercialization,	  exhibit	  outstanding	  potential	  to	  
increase	  research	  capacity	  and	  infrastructure,	  and	  contribute	  to	  the	  enhancement	  of	  Rhode	  Island’s	  
R	  &	  D	  stature.	  
	  
Who	  are	  the	  peer	  reviewers?	  Can	  I	  choose	  my	  own	  reviewer?	  	  
The	  peer	  review	  process	  is	  administered	  by	  the	  American	  Association	  for	  the	  Advancement	  of	  
Science	  (AAAS)	  which	  utilizes	  a	  network	  of	  highly	  qualified	  subject	  matter	  experts.	  PIs	  may	  include	  a	  
list	  of	  reviewers	  who	  they	  believe	  are	  well	  qualified	  to	  review	  their	  proposal.	  	  PIs	  may	  also	  include	  a	  
list	  of	  reviewers	  who	  should	  not	  be	  selected.	  

How	  will	  I	  be	  notified	  if	  my	  team	  has	  been	  selected	  to	  receive	  an	  award?	  	  
All	  PIs	  or	  team	  leaders	  will	  be	  notified	  by	  email	  of	  the	  success	  or	  declination	  of	  their	  grant	  
proposal.	  	  

When	  will	  the	  awards	  be	  announced?	  	  
Awards	  will	  be	  announced	  in	  January	  2013.	  	  

How	  long	  is	  the	  grant	  performance	  period?	  	  
Funding	  is	  for	  one	  calendar	  year,	  commencing	  with	  completion	  of	  the	  award	  contract.	  
	  
Can	  a	  research	  team	  resubmit	  a	  previously	  rejected	  application?	  	  
Research	  teams	  can	  submit	  a	  revised	  proposal	  and	  are	  encouraged	  to	  incorporate	  suggestions	  
from	  previous	  peer	  reviews	  to	  strengthen	  the	  submission.	  
	  
If	  awarded,	  can	  teams	  request	  a	  no-‐cost	  extension	  if	  needed?	  	  
Yes,	  a	  PI	  may	  request	  a	  no-‐cost	  extension	  for	  up	  to	  6	  months	  at	  the	  culmination	  of	  the	  grant	  year.	  
The	  team	  must	  submit	  this	  request,	  along	  with	  an	  explanation	  as	  to	  why	  the	  extension	  is	  
necessary,	  to	  the	  Council’s	  Executive	  Director,	  Christine	  Smith.	  Each	  team	  member	  must	  agree	  to	  
the	  request.	  	  
	  
What	  happens	  to	  any	  residual	  funds	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  grant	  year?	  	  
The	  funds	  must	  be	  returned	  to	  the	  grantor.	  	  
	  
What	  kind	  of	  reporting	  criteria	  are	  teams	  required	  to	  submit?	  	  
Teams	  are	  required	  to	  submit	  two	  progress	  reports	  as	  well	  as	  one	  final	  report.	  Reports	  should	  
clearly	  state	  the	  project’s	  original	  objectives,	  what	  objectives	  have	  been	  completed	  thus	  far,	  and	  
the	  next	  steps	  the	  team	  plans	  to	  accomplish.	  Teams	  should	  also	  document	  any	  other	  successes	  
such	  as:	  presentations,	  publications,	  student	  training,	  patents	  filed,	  licenses	  acquired,	  companies	  
created,	  and/or	  any	  monies	  secured	  from	  outside	  funders.	  	  



Can	  I	  be	  a	  member	  of	  more	  than	  one	  proposal	  in	  any	  grant	  cycle?	  	  
Yes,	  individuals	  can	  serve	  as	  PI	  or	  co-‐PI	  on	  multiple	  proposals.	  	  

Who	  can	  I	  contact	  if	  I	  have	  more	  questions?	  	  
Please	  contact	  Christine	  Smith	  at	  (401)	  278-‐9197	  for	  more	  information	  about	  this	  and	  other	  
STAC/RIRA	  programs.	  	  
	  


